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TIDELINES

A Grand
way to
go places

The intrepid can range far in first-class comfort
thanks to this cruiser, writes David Lockwood.

he Aleutians are a far-

away chain of 300

islands off southwess

ern Alaska, visited by
Captain Jomes Cook 1n 1748,
kissed by ihe far Morth Pacific
Oean and the Bering Sea on the
I'I:ipsirhr of the ;lrr'l'l.i'pr'lngn_ with
the Russinn Komandorski lskands
just @ sling of an empty vodkn
baorle mway.

Besuty abounds s such high
lsviudes. There are snow-capped
MOUALIELS, M trees except forthe
cocagional @and of (incroduced)
spruce, 57 goelive valcanos, abun
J:mt whales and seals, greaa kelp
forests and salmon thar spawn en
masse in the sapphire like
SIREATTIE.

I hven't been to the Aleutians,
mind yoai, bur | have tevelled on
thie eponymous motor vacht while
enteraining theughts of embari-
ing on o serious crasing odyssey.
As the name implies, the new
Grand Banks 65 Aleutian i a
lang-mnge passage-maker de-
sspned 1o wing it po far-flung oo
ners of the globe, And shonrd this

baby, you get to travel first class
all the way

The new boat will be the
cemrepiece of a Grand Banks dis-
ploy at the Sydnrey International
Boat Shew beginning on July 31,
And believe me tha 3 &
worth r:rp:-rirn.-.'ing_ oVEN POIng
II.l'.I'l'u'IIL'IE' III.I.'II.'I:I af i.‘II I

In shart, the Almsian 65 & o
kuvury floaring shode wrapped in a
fihreglas cloak that concenls the
lacest in on-warer comfores and ac-
COErEments

The new 65 enjoved s world
rebease ai this ye=ar's Sanctuary
Cove International Boat Show in
M. Like the 64 dhe is cerified
by Lioyds o CE Category A for
ocean travel in weather and
wives 1o four metres and above,
And she's alen & hlend of ald and
new, Onky the new btz are mone
impressive than over,

Meedless £o sy the 65 Aleutian
flounts a forest of signature
honey-coloured and homely
Burmese teak joinery bt she
takes the relaively brave step of
introducing free-standing furni-

THE LOWDOWN

B The Grand Banks 65
Aleutian was selling for
54,082 18T with upgraded
Caterpilar C18 diesel engines
and extensive options, More
from R Marine Sydney, d'Albora
Marinas, Ruihculters Bay.
Phone 9327 0000; see
AWM NESYENe y.Comau.

mre to the conservative Grand
Banks lamily, The Tom Fexas
designed hull remains, but it's
been sirerched 30 centimetres o
peowide n bigger cockpit

If wou want o make seafpod
chowder en route o your next
port af call, Naiac scabdl isers with
fins, gach 0,84 square metres, help
keep the boat on an even keel and
the soug in the pot. Mearzime, the
press of 8 hunon sees & concealed
rangehood rise from the galley
counter and o enhance the goar-
mand's views, the overhead
cupboards retracts ot the press of
arothier button. Smappy, indeed.

Bt before the sainles-sieel
archor bites, you ean range safely
autdoors and around the deep
bulwarks ro the Porruguese
bridge on this boat. The pwin
wing doors are an addition de-
sigmed 1o provide extm westher
pretection to the cockpit. There's
alse improved engine room ac
cess wia a dedicated side door
leading down ta the sccomma
daging crew quarters. Oh, and the
sepamte Miele washer and dryer

and central vacuuming system
come standard.

Unbridled, the 1005hp Caterpil-
lar C18 engines thruse the 48
tonne-plis 65 footer to an eye
warering 23-knot copspeed and an
18- 20 knot conmtimicus cruise in
ch%e you neod o pe places in A
|1|:r5r. The sandard engines are
detuned CiEDs producing 575 hp
Either way you et Twin Disc
gearbones with electronic shifs, a
matching remote Power Com
mander 55 you con mnge about
the decks and berth the big gid
short-handed, and hydrulic bow
and ppeional) sern thresters o
sinunt yonar ship off the fuel whard

With a Delta T fan- foreed vemi-
lation system with interpal in-
takes, the engines breaghe sal
frese mir. Chiboand power comes
courtesy of 8 22 5k Onan gener-
ator, with wope o it m secomd
gennie i you want mcre pechin-
dant sstems, phis a hesvy-cuey
SO0 Mastervolt inverier that
powers the boat's Bose and A" sys
tems and more, | also noted a
trich fuel manifold sysiem for the

four tanks that eollectively carry
more than BO00 litres of diessel, o
whopping great 1666L water
supply (desalinaor extrs), and
S6EL black-water tank s you can
sty im por for a week withow
hm'i:ng‘::m mip o dump.

The il is 8 mendified-ves de-
sign with a sharp entry tapering to
a flat run aft for lif and stabiliny,

serious File s-hLL powerful and
purposeful thanks w 4 combin-
ation of moulded clinker topsides,
a pllot house with Pormuguese
bridge forward, and a so-called
command bridge thar (s reached
by imternal and externnl moulded
stairwells o placate veterans
with creaky knees. In fair
westher, fnmily and friends will

Above the waterline, the Aleutian 65 looks every
bit the serious little ship: poweriul and purposeful.

Fas= or sk, the boat doesn’y push
o dot of woser off b boaw. Prop
pockets o runnels lower the cha
anglers and theres a full-length
pratective keel thar enhnnees
tracking and stabality. Underwaber
exhousts help to reduce noise
lmvels, bue trim eabe are oot needied
singe the bom lifts horizomally
and bodiby with jus four degrees
of trim angle when you plant the
throttles. That's impresive
Above the waterling the
Aleutlan 65 looks every bit the

deubtless gravivate 1o the bridge
for the superior views,

There is zir condidoning for
vemr-roand crugsing in coméort up
top, repeater clectronics with
chosed-circuit cameras and a big
timber ships wheel to remind you
that yori're drbvng & Grand Banks.
The high-ghoss betice teak wbles
are a aice ooch, akhough on the
small sde if you wane (o junch
with the pack, and these’ roam far
10} or more on the twin L-shaped
lounges. A companiamysy mens

berwieen the lounges oo an pmend-
thes centre with cemaker and
double griddle, but a boat like chis
could do with a serfous barble.

An upgmaded Opacmare 600
kilogram telescopic dmvit hotsped
the 3.9-metre Zodise RIB wih sde
console and four-stroke 40hp
Wamaha outhoard. Tender dis
pached, you gain o big ergemain-
ing space surrounded by usefully
high rails. Howewer, the primary al
fresco seting i an acoommosda.
ing cockpit where you can eroy
thie shade [rom the hardoop, & the
water lnps nearby and the bream
#wall your chicken bones. Doubbe
disors lesl o the swim 11|:i;f-;,|r:||1
with safery mils for staying put
when fishing, while a Indder belps
rearimvnl of swimmers and divers,

The beauey af a eating abode
kke this is thar you can drive from
the protecied internial pilot house
while vocooned aboand. While
you plod te yaur nexe port, the
gailey behind stirs the imagin-
atfon and doubtless some pols
The four-borper indwuction
covkiop, combinatien convection

Malking a splash in Moreton
Bay ... the new &5 Aleutian
from Grand Banks stirs the
sdventurer within.

Mot couriesy ol B My re

microwave oven, and dishwasher
are from Micle, There are twin
Vitrifrlgo fridge deawers and
separate freeper drawer, trash
compactor and In-Sink-Eracor
Aunedl let's mot farpet the retmctable
ovethead ssorage cabinets,

As with all pilor house boats,
the main sccommodation is for-
ward, down six steps that ares't
to stecp, mnging through three
cabinz each wah an en suite. Lay-
ot options inchude maving beds
Aboit andsor ereating an office.
But the owners' stateroom amid-
ships, with a hing-slzed bed hing
expectedly athvwartships, is hand
to beat. There are shding Shoji
screens, cedar-lined hanging
lockers, dawers galore, and a
telly at the foat of the bed. The
VIF 31'.('1.'r'5 cabin is forward with
an island double bed sd the
third cabim has owin single beds.

Wirth 8328 lires In her belby
wou con most certoinky go places
in the 65 Aleuzinn.

Top speed was 23 knots for
almosy 4000 Fir, while maximum
contimions revs of Z1500pm re
turned 22,2 knots. Bt with con-
sumpeion of 3400 e s dowbeful
you will rum your ship for long at
such speeds. For the sake of the
caeTCise, m returned k4
knans for 2800 he, while 1857 rpm
gave a smooth cruise of 17.4 knots

give or take a3 knot dwe to the
tide = for 2421 N,

Yiet lhn:;rn:d that matters mos
on a boat like this is bull spesd,
cakculated by multiplying the
square roal af the wager|ine
length by 135, According to my
calcularions, thar returned a
maximin cisplacement speed of
HL5 knots. Ar 1X0rpem and 9.5
knots into the tde, 1 noted &
QL fued burn. Leaving 10 per
cerd af the fuel supply in reserve,
your safe passage-making range
i% freore than 800 miles uphill.

The motion with the stabilisers
deplayed iz o diz for. And with
the docking remote, owners will
b able po berth this baby swithaa
neecling hired hands, All aboard
for the Aleutiams.



