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FOR VICTORY

THE 47 EU IS NOT YOUR GRANDDAD'S GRAND BANKS
BY PETER SWANSON

The Grand Banks 47 Hertaze FU was paralleling the beach at a crussing speed of 20
knots: As Captain Oscar Breeding turned the wheel hard wo port. the 47 responded to the
helm like o thorouphbred, leaning nicely into the turn. This was definitely not your grand-
father’s Grand Banks

Stubbam adherence to tradition made Grand Banks oneof the muost successful bag-

builders in history, with more than 1,300 GB 425 produced since 1963, In the eirly davs, the
owners were trawler folk, content to steam along at © knots But by the go-go "His, Crand
Banks was attracting younger, feistier buvers with 2 need for speed. A vessel's speed is large-

ly a function of hull and horstpower, and Grand Banks focused entirely on the Jatter as it

ful engines in its traditional semi-displacernent hull shape:

began installing ever more powes
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GRAMD BANKS il A FINE JOB OF U8

a 12-knot
ut because of the hull's rounded semi-displacement

weet spot tor these big-power 425 ws

erformance at the higher end was not entirely satis-
e 42 might hit 18-21 knots at wide-open throtle
id so m the netherworld, between displacement
nd the lberation of full plane, a wet ride was the

udders hard over at speed, snd 5 42 would behave
site af the new 47 we wged off Fo Lauderdale;
e 47, 1 42 would have leaned off the tumn, & func-

per rounded trawler hindguarters
Our 47 EU hus a big motervacht Teel, but with twin
Caterpillar C-% 567hp diesels, she sprinted from idle speed
to plane in less than 10 seconds Maiad active stabilieers
ensured a rock-solid ride, and Capt Brecding asserts that the

tins probably dimirash her 25-knot top end by just a sin
knot, (Unguantified, however, was the negative effect of t

4775 keel, a vestigial structure for better tracking and stabili-
ty at displacement speeds. |
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TERIDES WHILE MAINTAINING THE GB HERITAGE,

What Grand Banks had done with the 47 EL was to work
the other hall of the speed wyuation: They had tasked the
niaval architects at Sparkenan & Stephens with designing the
first Cirand Banke Heritage with a medified-V hull, The
result was a leap Forward in performance without sacrilicing
the traditional sesthetics the world has come to expect from
Grand Banks. That this could be accomplished without obvi-
ous major compromise, makes one wonder what ook the
tolks at Grand Banks so long to adopt the Veshape, a shape
brought to it extreme by naval architect Ray Hunt in the
19605

The new hull shape accounts for other performance
improverments: Unlike the plumb bow of the 42, the 47
sports a subtle flare, which should ensure a drier ride,

A

imilarly the deep forefoot has been eliminated, which may
well diminish the tendency to bow steer in Following seas
that had dogeed the 42 since Hull No. |

The 47 EU has two crulse speeds. At 1000 rpm, she dad-
dles along at nine knots buming 5 gallons of diesel an hour,




Threttle forward to 1400 rpm and she runs at 1016 11 knots buming
13gph. Between 1400 and 1600 rpm, fuel consumption increases dra-
matically with little pavback in speed. At 2100 rpm, the 47 cruises at
20 knots with a burn of 36 gallons per hour. At this speed, vou could
leave Lauderdale at 11 a.m. and be in Nassau in the Bahamas in time
tor Happy Hour—a 150-nautical-mile passage—and stll have more
than 300 gallons in the 47 s G00-gallon tanks

Here, it might b worth mentioning the hoat's dimensions In terms
of LOA the 47 ELU is really not that much bigger than the old 42:in
fact, Grand Banks originally designated it as 2 44, following the com-
pany's usual rule of thumb. Then the decision was made to comply
with ABYC's recommended standard, which indudes in LOA amv
integrally tormed, molded or welded components, while excluding
those that can he removed “in a non-destructive manner” Because the

Heritage serics featured a molded-in swim platform, indusion of
which brought the boas' LOA of 46 feet, 8 inches, all three Heritags
models were re-desiprated as 47

So the 47 was longer than the 42 bt not as much as the number

suggested; with s added leneth, however, came two more feet ot the

!'1

bearn, This was significant, and aceomplished o couple
of things: it allowed walk-araund decks wide I'|'|I:-l.|;‘||'|
for the beamiest of mariners, while LSRN alovwige
down below that might otheowise huve been lost due
toy the constrictions ol the deep-¥

Ohur test was courtesy of Hal Janes aned Co; and our
hest was Vice President ol Sales Steve Fithian, @ samu-
rai of the vacht sales world, Fithian easily Fencled off
one of my few doubes aboue the new hall design,

Why had Grand Banks chosen to retain a conterline
keel on 4 twin-serew boat when it could have designed
the boat with dusl keels to shield the otherwise
exposed running gear From pot warps and debris?
Perlormance, he insisted. Such a modification woull
lﬁllu'i}.' Phl\lLlL & LI L1'F1r.l|1|r' cavitation in rhl' Props al
speed

Fithian's success in selling vachts may well be o fung-
tion of his ability to alternate between that kingd of
‘pear talk” and the language of decoration that was
rolling off his tonpue as we walked the 47's interiar,
Rollbacked settees” "inset cabinet frons” "barrel
chairs"™—to me these improvements seemed awfully
subtle, but, then again, until today [ might have judged
the boxy interor look of a 30-vearold GB w he the
!
suppose, when one focuses on the quality of the wood-
wurk (superh) rather than the big picture,

Grand Banks, however, hired s professional design

t of wagoing elegance That's what happens, |

company o ensure that the interior of the 47 ELJ said
“megayvacht,” rather than “trawler” Fithian said the
approach to styling was an evolution that started with
the 46 Europa as Grand Banks responded to huvers,
increasingly in their 40s and 505 instead of those in
thiir late 60s

From the gallev-helm area, three steps lead down
below: Forward, the master has a warm feel, thanks o
teak fumiture and traditional ceiling strips linlng the
hull. The gueen-size berth is accessed via step-ups on
either side. Without them it would be a chore hopping
into bed, an annovance in many vessels with centetline
berths forward.

This owner's cabin features an ¢n suite head with
separate shower, while cenitivited o page 71
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