Grand Banks Easthay 395X

DOWN EASIER

Going the Down Easter one better. BY KEVIN FALVEY

often wonder whether other magazines actually

testthe hoats they review, For instance, Lakedad

Boading reported that the engine hateh aboard the

Eastbay 39535 was in the cockpit. 2uf, 05 in Lthe
cahin sole. Also, it listed the draft as 2'4", Well, that’s the
hull draft—without props. With wheels, vou need 374"
ot water to run. Sheesh, Then Moterbeadfog staled that
the engines in ils best boat, the exact same boat [ tested,
were +50-bhp Yanmar diesels, At least the writer got the
Yanmmar part vight. Don't get me wrong, BoaTiae makes
errors, Loo, bul serewps such as these are all the more
epriegious when attributed to a boat like the 395X, 'This
Diown East express cruiser boasts jaw-dropping good
lonls, eabinet-quality finish, and a burcly build, That it
rides a hullform designed by the deep-V gurus at
. Baymond Hunt Associates is more reason Lo cheer:
The 395X made mush oul of chop and walies, which I
can vouch for because [ actually tested it

The 358X izn't perfect. Mo boat is. 1ts anchor roller,

custom-cast from a chunk of stainless steel, lacks a
chain stop. The captain must eleat off a line to the
anchor to secure it in the roller. Having to do so isn't
unseamanlike—quite the contrary—hut when a boal s
priced, built, and marketed with loaory and convenience
in mind, such lapses glarve like a spotlight off a white

foredeck. Check out what else 1 discovered. T promise
that T looked, grabbed, probed, and prodded eversthing
from bilge to hardtop,

TEA FOR TWO. The twin 500-bhp 6CHM-GTE2
Yanmar diesels powering my test boat are no longer
offered for the 865X, The benefits of their replace-
ments—the 450-bhp SLYSA-ETP:, which cost $50,500
more than standard power—inelnde higher alternato:
oulpul {50 amps ¥s. 35 amps), an electronic LOD
readout on the cngine, stainless-steel exhanst elbows,
replaceable evlinder liners, and ceramic-coated pushreod
tappets, all of which make these engines the ones Lo
chonse,

These engines are also more durable and more user-
friendly. The performance of the 395X with the 480-bhp
models should be at least as good as the numbers 1
collected with the 500s, Despite the horsepower
difference, the 4508 wind up higher, to 3500 1pm, and
spin larger 5405 piteh props.

When | haromered my test boal's throttles, the 308X
erested its bow wake in nothing Hlat, providing exeellent
visibility from the helm, Inclination through the eruising
range is 4 degrees, Make no mistake: The true character
of this hoal hides behind its staid and classic looks, T
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Certified Test

Eastbay 3951(
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STANDARD POWER Twin 455-khp
Caterpiltar €7 in-line-6 diesel
introards,

OPTIONAL POWER Twin Catarpillar
or Yanrmar diesal inboards to 560

Elap Lotal,

TEST BOAT POWIR Twin 500-bhp
Yanrmar BCIM-GTER incline-6
digsel inboards with 452 ¢id,
swinging 25" x 34.5" Class 5
fiue-bladed Mibral props throwgh
2.1 reductions,

STANDARD ECQUIPMENT [major
items] Oil exchange system; ajfc
wireverse-cycle heat; okW gonset;
icernaker; teak swim platform; wac
uuem-flush head; micrewavefoon-
vection owen; refrigesatorfreezer;
2-burner conktop; wetbar; 50a
battery chargar; 30a shorepower;
11-gal. water heater; fransom
showeer; Trashwater washdown;
AMFRSCOJDND steren w's
speakers; windshield wipers/wash-
ers; windlass,
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hoasts hard chines, lifting strales, and 19 degrees of
pound-reducing deadrise at the transom. Rev ‘er up,
spin the wheel, and enjoy the way the 395X leans and
carves through turns, Head through the chopal 28
mph—you won't spill vour coftee, and spray won't

splatier the windshield. The 358X delivers a thoroughly

modern ride in open water, yet its mannerly at idle
speed, tracking easily with no need Lo oversteer.
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TIGER IN THE TANK. The 398X provides great living
space and versatility, and it's permeated with thal
intangible “done right” feel. Shopping around? Check
out Freedom Yachts” Legacy 42 ($ 725,000 with twin
440-bhp Yanmar diesels). IUs a bit longer and beamier
but earries the same displacement. IL uses ils extra size
to provide two staterooms, a door from pilothouse to
sidedeck, and your choice of a galley-up or galley-down
layout, The Legaey 42 also comes with a gquicl, ander-
water exhaust. The Lepacy 42 hardtop seals out the
wenther with canvas enclosure alt, whereas the 388X
has a solid bulkhead and door,

The 365X is best suited for the eruising couple. 11s
accommodation plan puls a large salon, illuminated by
large windows all around, and the helm Logether on the
main level, Belowdecks are the dinette, galley, head, and
magter slateroom,

The salon windows open, Heavy interior eurtains
obviate the need for exterior canvas to keep oul the sun's
damaging rays. The center windshield pane is actually a
deck hateh mounted vertically. Even though it's water-
tight, it opens for ventilation. The wethar features a real
granite top. Teak paneling covers the whole space.

There is no bullhead forward of the helm, Thevefore
the lower deck galley and dinette are flooded with natureal
light pouring through the windshield. Plus there are
three deck hatehes in the cabin trunk, Belowdecks, the
395X is as light and bright as an atrium.

Behind one raised panel door is the stateroom with its
queen herth and large hanging locker. Behind another i
the head. The galley features wood-paneled appliances,
latehes so hellily chromed they could be from a 19305
Kelvinator, and all the conveniences of home.

PRACTICALLY SPEAKING. Convenience extends boyond
amenities to boat use as well. The large cockpit, serviced
by o boarding door and teak grate platform, works as
well for deck chaies as it does for fishing, Sole hatehes
provide access to the fuel tank and steering gear. Broad
steps, wide sidedecks, and double-stanchioned, thigh-
high railings make going forward secure, Much 1o my
pleasure, there are two sols of spring cleats per sides The
anchor locker provides excellent rode access as well as
the room to stow a second anchor.

Engine access is via o gas-assist hatch in the salon
sole, Internal sea strainers protect the engines: Most
hoats this size use less effective exterior strainers,
livervthing is bonded, the limbers are sealed, and aceess
to most service points is good, However: Battery =3, the
genset battery, located aft and to port; will require a
trained monkey to remove. Still, this is a great engine
roon, a5 evidenced by the salt-eating demisters
installed in the engine air intakes.

Looking to cruise in Tusury and not leok like every
other boat in the basin? Take the 398X for a spin. 4

i

EXTRA POINT

Chack out the isolation-mountad exhaust system,
which cuts down neise and vibration,
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